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TECHNOLOGY

Ask questions 
through the Q&A 
box. We will review 
them to answer at
the end.

Select your language 
here.

 PowerPoint slides will be 
linked in the Thank You 
email and available at 
https://ash.org/webinars.

 Close other applications 
and browsers to increase 
your Zoom bandwidth.

 Please complete the 
survey when prompted 
after the webinar ends.

https://ash.org/webinars


SPEAKERS 

Ilana Seid
Permanent Representative to the 

United Nations, Palau

Kelsey Romeo-Stuppy
Managing Attorney

Action on Smoking and Health

Alex Nedeltchev
Co-founder

Impact Unfiltered



Kelsey Romeo-Stuppy
Managing Attorney

ASH > ACTION ON SMOKING & HEALTH

Alignment between the 
FCTC and nicotine 

scheduling





Examples of FCTC as Standard Setter
Smokefree Air

Graphic Warning Labels

Plain Packaging



Parties to FCTC

Signatories to FCTC, 
Not Ratified

Neither signed nor 
ratified



FCTC Conference of the 
Parties (COP)

Civil Society 
Orgs

Expert 
Groups

Working 
Groups

FCTC Bureau

WHO

Framework 
Convention 
Secretariat

Guidelines Decisions
Illicit Trade 

Protocol



Key FCTC Articles

2.1  FCTC is a floor, not a ceiling

5.2 (b)                   Adoption of measures

5.5  International Cooperation

14  Cessation



Article 2.1
Forward Looking Measures



Article 5.2 – Adoption of measures

Towards this end, each Party shall, in accordance with its capabilities: 
(b) adopt and implement effective legislative, executive, administrative 
and/or other measures and cooperate, as appropriate, with other Parties in 
developing appropriate policies for preventing and reducing tobacco 
consumption, nicotine addiction and exposure to tobacco smoke. 



Article 5.5 – International 
Cooperation

The Parties shall cooperate, as appropriate, with competent 
international and regional intergovernmental organizations and 

other bodies to achieve the objectives of the Convention and the 
protocols to which they are Parties. 



Human Rights



COP 12



THANK YOU
Kelsey Romeo-Stuppy, 
Managing Attorney
Romeo-stuppyk@ash.org

Follow ASH

@ASHorg

@ASHorg

@ASHglobalAction

@ASHorg
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A landmark moment
June 10, 2026: The Republic of Palau formally notified the UN to initiate a scientific review of nicotine 
under international drug control



What this means



A formal UN process on 
nicotine is now live 
with a defined timeline



The WHO's Expert 
Committee on Drug 
Dependence (ECDD)
will evaluate scientific evidence on nicotine



Four Criteria for Nicotine to be Scheduled
via the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances

Dependence potential

Abuse risk

Threat to public health

Therapeutic usefulness



Recommendation
ECDD advises the UN to schedule for international control



Decision
Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) votes



What could you do?

Notify the UN

Objective: a coordinated, evidence-
based coalition.

Build the evidence record

Prepare for the Member States 
questionnaire

Political Campaign

Starting now



   STAY INVOLVED

Please complete our survey. Thank you!

Register Today!
Tobacco Endgame Policy and 

Advocacy Training Course
https://ProjectSunset.ash.org

Coming soon…
Please watch for announcements about the next webinar 
in our Preparing for Tobacco Endgame cessation series, 

hosted by ASH in collaboration with the 
Global Tobacco Endgame Council.

https://projectsunset.ash.org/
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