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The responsibility of tobacco companies and the Swiss
government in the tobacco epidemic

Executive Summary

Tobacco prevention is part of a wider effort to defend human rights, in particular the rights to health and a
healthy environment, as well as the rights of children. Although the link between the tobacco industry and
human rights violations is still not widely recognised, it is gaining in importance in the public debate. The
human rights approach can strengthen the fight against the tobacco epidemic spread and maintained by the
tobacco industry, particularly in Switzerland.! This approach makes it possible to go beyond the mere health
dimension of tobacco control.?

Whilst tobacco multinationals seek to use the notion of human rights to legitimise their activities,?* international
bodies clearly state that the production and sale of tobacco are inherently incompatible with fundamental
human rights.®® In Switzerland and internationally, the tobacco industry is doing its utmost to undermine
prevention policies,” targeting, in particular, children and young people in its marketing strategies.®® The
manufacturing and sale of tobacco products is also environmentally damaging throughout the entire industry’s
supply chain.”®

The rights to life and health, as well as other fundamental rights are firmly enshrined in international treaties,
including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child (CRC), all of which have been ratified by Switzerland." Switzerland has thus committed
itself to protecting and promoting these rights. But it does not when it comes to tobacco. Switzerland’s failure
to implement tobacco prevention policies whose effectiveness is scientifically recognized and is advocated
by all public health authorities, or in other words, Switzerland’s failure to protect the health of its population
against the devastating effects of tobacco, constitutes a clear violation of these international obligations.™
Moreover, by providing a favorable business environment for tobacco multinationals, the Swiss Confederation
is complicit in the human rights violations perpetrated by these companies, both in Switzerland and worldwide,
particularly in low-income countries, which are already affected by poverty and limited access to basic
healthcare services.”® ™

It is essential that Switzerland assumes its responsibility by adopting tobacco prevention policies in line
with the recommendations of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, which Switzerland has
signed but not yet ratified. These measures are essential to protect the right to health, the right to a healthy
environment and the rights of children.
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