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Nicotine Free Generation 
in Massachusetts



= NFG 
Adopted

= NFG under 
discussion





Brookline history of 
tobacco control 
innovation 1980s - 
present

1980s - 
present

Town Meeting vote 
May 2021

May 2021

Implementation in 
Brookline 
September 2021

Sep. 2021

Tobacco Retailer 
litigation beginning 
in 2021, 
Brookline/PHAI 
victory at 
Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial 
Court in March 2024

Mar. 2024

Adoption by 
Wakefield, Melrose, 
Winchester, 
Stoneham

May 2024 

Adoption by Malden, 
Reading

June 2024

Adoption by 
Concord
Hearings in 
Lexington, 
Peabody, Needham

October 2024

Hearings in 
Belchertown, 
Chelsea
Vote in Needham

November 
2024

Cambridge, 
Somerville, 
Newton, Everett, 
Manchester-by-the-
Sea

Near Future? 

Statewide 
legislation



Factors that Influence Municipalities

• An interested Tobacco Control Program Manager
• Active Tobacco Control enforcement/compliance checks, cessation and 

prevention programs
• A history of Tobacco Policy innovation (e.g. early adoption of Tobacco 21, 

flavor restrictions, retail license caps, pharmacy sale restrictions)
• Prior adoption of other routine Tobacco Control 
• An interested Board of Health
• Phone calls and advocacy at Board meetings
• Number and organization of retailers





23rd  October 2024
Hazel Cheeseman
Deputy Chief Executive
Action on Smoking and Health (ASH)
Hazel.cheeseman@ash.org.uk 

@hazelcheeseman.bsky.social 

Creating a smokefree generation: the 
Tobacco and Vapes Bill

mailto:Deborah.arnott@ash.org.uk


Political change
July 2019 – Sept 2022 Sept 2022 – Oct 2022 Oct 2022 – July 2024 July 2024 - ??



Proposals pre-election

• Tobacco and Vapes Bill:
• Generational ban on sale of tobacco for those born after 2009
• Additional vaping powers (defined in regulations)
• Further enforcement powers

• Disposable vapes band:
• DEFRA regulations. 
• Due to come in April 2025

• E-liquid tax
• HMRC
• Keep price difference with tobacco
• Due to come in October 2026



Tobacco and Vapes Bill

• Strong cross party 
support at second 
reading

• Completed 
committee stage

• Fell due to the 
election



Strong support from the health 
sector 



What else?

• Smokefree generation still likely to be center-piece
• Modified vaping regulations to reflect amendments at committee e.g. 

powers to regulate design of products not just brands, prohibit 
vending machines etc 

• Possible new measures
• Licensing of tobacco and vaping retailers
• Extension of smokefree legislation  



Roadmap to a smokefree country
• Labour pledge in Health Mission 
• Now is the time to maximise opportunity of 

legislation with an ambitious national 
strategy

• Set a vision for rapid reductions in current 
smoking 

• Short term spending review must protect 
pledged investment. 

• Medium term further investment for rapid 
declines. 



Spending pledged by last government

Additional funding - what Value

New funding for LA stop 
smoking support

£70 million from 24/25 
committed for 5 years

Swap to stop scheme £45 million over two years

New enforcement funding £30 million from 24/25 for 5 
years

National mass marketing 
campaigns

£15 million from 24/25 for 5 
years

National financial incentive 
scheme for pregnant women

£10 million over two years

Investment in NHSE:
- Maternity
- Acute
- Mental health

Gaps from projected budgets 
plus community mental health 
investment



Where next?

• Return the Bill soon…?
• Vaping regulations still need consultation and 

development
• Smokefree generation changes need effective 

communication and enforcement strategy 

• Protection of planned investment to 
reduce numbers who currently smoke

• A Roadmap to a Smokefree Country with 
an ambitious plan to reduce smoking 
rapidly in this parliament







STAY INVOLVED NEXT WEBINAR:
Tobacco Control Advocacy at CEDAW: 

Past, Present, and Future

November 14, 2024

RESOURCE TO USE
U.S. Tobacco 
Lobbyist & Lobbying 
Firm Registration 
Tracker 2024
ash.org/tobacco-money

Please complete our survey after 
the webinar ends. Thank you!
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