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“For the tobacco industry, the UN 
Guiding Principles on Business 
and Human Rights  therefore 
require the cessation of the 
production and marketing of 

tobacco.” 
              – Danish Human Rights Institute, 
   May 2017



Human 
Rights 
at Stake



Everyone has a 
right to life and 

to health

Governments 
have a duty to 
enforce those 

rights 

HUMAN RIGHTS: 
THE ARGUMENT

Governments therefore 
have a duty to protect 
their citizens from the 
tobacco industry and 
harms from tobacco

Legal remedies are 
available at the 

international, regional, 
and national levels.



RUGGIE 
PRINCIPLES

Protect =

Respect =

Remedy =

Shield citizens from the 
tobacco industry

When industry wrongs 
individuals, they should have 
mechanisms to seek redress

Industry should uphold human 
rights norms without being 
forced



Signing + 
Ratifying = 
National Law



CERD Connection

CERD includes 
requirements to 
ensure that all 

people have the 
right to public 

health.

Because CERD 
is national law, 
governments 
are required 

to protect 
those rights.

Tobacco violates 
numerous human 
rights, but most 

notably, the right 
to health.

Tobacco companies 
violate citizens’ right 

to be free from racial 
discrimination by 
targeting the Black 

community with 
menthol cigarettes.

We can report 
these violations to 
CERD who can ask 
countries to act to 

protect their 
citizens’ rights.



Click here to watch Nichelle Gray’s video presentation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGlZsALnb_E 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGlZsALnb_E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGlZsALnb_E


Tobacco Control Advocacy
 and

The International 
Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination 

(ICERD) Kelsey Romeo-Stuppy
Managing Attorneys

ASH > ACTION ON SMOKING & HEALTH



Special Report

 Background- how ASH got involved with CERD 

 Report to CERD on the U.S.

 General Recommendation n◦37

 Communications

 Outcomes/Impacts

 Resources



Menthol: A U.S. Example



Lawsuit against the FDA



Utilizing a human rights body



U.S. CERD Report



That’s 
great….

So what?





What is a General 
Recommendation?



Step 1- GR 37

ASH submitted to a 
questionnaire issued by 

the Committee on issues to 
consider for a potential 

General Recommendation 
on Racism and the Right to 

Health

Make your own social 
media content using 
ASH’s stock photos 

and videos



Step 2- General Day of Discussion

ASH will email all 
signatories social 
media graphics 

for use

ASH participated in the 
Day of General 

Discussion in Geneva



Step 3- GR 37

The Committee published 
the first Draft of General 

Recommendation 
n◦37(2023) on Racial 
discrimination in the 

enjoyment of the right to 
health

Make your own social 
media content using 
ASH’s stock photos 

and videos

Tobacco was included!



Step 4- Now- Comments on Draft

ASH will email all 
signatories social 
media graphics 

for use

Comments are due by 
August 4



Recommendations in our Comment

FCTC
Advertising bans
Flavor bans
 Indigenous peoples
Culturally competent cessation support
SDGs

https://ash.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/CERD-GR-37-Comment-on-Draft-1.pdf


What does victory look like?

Gold- the CERD committee adds all of our recommendations 
to the General Recommendation, lots of press

Silver- the CERD committee adds some of our 
recommendations to the General Recommendation, some 
press

Bronze- the CERD committee keeps the current 
recommendation, no interference from the industry 



Potential Impact
Governments are obligation to view tobacco 

control as part of their HR obligations under 
ICERD

CERD can question countries about tobacco 
control progress

Press/ Publications- elevate tobacco as a HR 
issue

 Influence tobacco control locally, nationally, 
and internationally.



Amplifying the CERD 
Sign On Report

Megan Manning
Associate Director of Communications
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What you can do

https://ash.org/sign-cerd-2023

 Sign on to the CERD report 

 Invite more organizations to sign on to the CERD report before 
the August 4, 2023 deadline.

 Publicize the report after the August 4th submission date.



Why are these reports needed?

Tobacco violates 
numerous 

human rights, 
particularly, the 
right to health.

https://ash.org/sign-cerd-2023

Human rights bodies are 

4x more likely 
to mention tobacco after 
receiving a report on the 

tobacco epidemic.



Messaging: After August 4th 
Make our CERD Submission newsworthy, now.

• Connect it to other breaking news items
• Connect it to social justice and health equity issues
• Highlight local health disparities and tobacco               

use rates in your community
• Share a personal story of someone hurt by tobacco, 

possibly someone who started smoking as a minor 
because of menthol ads they saw



Media Outreach

Op-Ed FactsheetPress Release Factsheet LTE Factsheet

https://endtobaccoca.ash.org/communications-tools 

https://endtobaccoca.ash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/FS_WritingAnOpEd_Final.pdf
https://endtobaccoca.ash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/FS_PressRelease_Final.pdf
https://endtobaccoca.ash.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Writing-a-Letter-to-the-Editor-Fact-Sheet_ASH-2021.pdf
https://endtobaccoca.ash.org/communications-tools


Create Website Content

Report Release Page
(published last)

Content Page
Blog



Amplify on Social Media

ASH will email all 
signatories social 
media graphics 

for use

Make your own social 
media content using 
ASH’s stock photos 

and videos

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qislh28x594i9kl/AAAUvWYLZSn-SXP8XDziUSF8a?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/petpwtnoe05fn0o/AABPmnQy-277dK8mzOFDBa_Aa?dl=0


Process
Sign on or submit your comment by Aug. 4

Communications around the comment

Participate in regional consultations of CERD 
(more info coming)

Engage with CERD committee members

Engage in November CERD meeting

Publicize outcome!



Resources

CERD General Recommendation Draft

 ASH webpage- CERD General Recommendation

 ASH Submission- sign on

https://www.ohchr.org/en/calls-for-input/2023/call-contributions-draft-general-recommendation-ndeg37-racial-discrimination
https://ash.org/sign-cerd-2023
https://delbwuzilef.typeform.com/to/fW5REUxE


THANK YOU
Megan Manning
Associate Director of Communications
ASH > Action on Smoking and Health
ManningM@ash.org 

Kelsey Romeo-Stuppy
Managing Attorney
ASH > Action on Smoking and Health
Romeo-StuppyK@ash.org 

https://ash.org 

Sign the CERD 
Report Here:

ash.org/sign-cerd-2023

mailto:ManningM@ash.org
mailto:Romeo-StuppyK@ash.org
https://ash.org/


Stay Involved

New Data Released!

NEXT WEBINAR: 

Thursday, July 27, 2023

Using Data to Amplify Tobacco 
Control Advocacy

Have you seen tobacco industry interference in 
public health policymaking? Email us the details 
at info@ash.org!

U.S. Tobacco 
Lobbyist & Lobbying 
Firm Registration 
Tracker 2023

ash.org/tobacco-money

mailto:info@ash.org
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