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Funding and missions  

This work is entirely supported by the public official body of the Province of Hainaut.

Subject to democratic debate and under the annual control of the provincial council, all 
productions benefit from exclusive public funding.

The content represent the official views of the Provincial Institute of Health.
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Monitoring (epidemiology) 

Programmes implementation



3,790 Km2 - 1,323,196 inhabitants  
12.5% of the Belgian population  
40% of the Walloon population  
21% of unemployed (job seekers)



End game ? An objective as an outcome
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“A proactive and comprehensive anti-tobacco policy is essential in this regard. The goal we aim for is a 
tobacco-free generation by reducing the attractiveness and accessibility of tobacco”



“Smoke free generation has the concrete objective of drastically reducing 
tobacco consumption by 2040. 
This means:
- reduce the number of daily users of tobacco products to 5% in the 
population aged 15 and over;
- reduce the number of people learning about tobacco products to 0% or 
almost 0%.”

5



An ongoing process

Much of the reduction in the prevalence of tobacco use can be attributed
to long-term policies, most of them adopted during the last thirty years
at the federal and regional levels such as:

• legal measures : smoking ban in schools, workplace, indoor public 
place, car when a minor is present, advertising ban, neutral packaging, 
gradual increase in taxation; 

• support of tobacco-cessation services, systematic health care 
professional advice, assistance help centres, quit line, media campaign, 
education programmes, …
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Ranking in Tobacco 
control scale 2019
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Results
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• A social process to denormalize tobacco use has been implemented and 
produced results. 

• For instance, in the region of Wallonia, smoking prevalence is currently 
at 18.8% (daily smokers) while in the northern part of the country the 
prevalence is even less, at 13.4%. 
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Nevertheless
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In an apparently favourable context, the prevalence rate between 1997 
and 2018 remained steady in the lowest income group (>500< 1380€)., 
fluctuating between 29,7% and 31,5% 

• It fell substantially from 21,6% to 13,4%, in the highest income group 
(>3800€). 

• The prevalence gap between the lowest and the highest income groups 
more than doubled in twenty years, from 8.1% to 18.1%. 
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the health impact



Evolution of life expectancy at birth, by sex, Belgium-Wallonia-Hainaut, 
1995-2019
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Projections 
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Lowest SES left behind
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• Conclusions
• We are not on course, especially among lowest SES: they are not 

benefitting from existing measures

• To have <5% adult smokers by 2040, national target rates for 2025 are:
• Lowest SES: 7,7% (down from 29,3% in 2018, which requires a 

17,5% yearly relative decrease YRD from 2018)
• All other SES: 7,1% (down from 18,2% in 2018, which requires a 

12,5% YRD from 2018)
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Youth ?
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Youth
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Conclusions

• We are on course in ASO/ESG (general learning type) , but more efforts are 
needed in BSO/ESP & TSO/EST

• To have 0% smokers by 2037, national target rates for 2025 by type of education 
are:

• BSO/ESP (professional) : 4,1% (down from 13% & 19% in 2018, which 
requires a 17% YRD from 2018)

• TSO/EST (technical) : 2,8% (down from 8% & 14% in 2018, which requires a 
15% YRD from 2018) 

• ASO/ESG (general): 1,2% (down from 2% & 4% in 2018, which requires a 
10% YRD from 2018)
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Conclusions

• Denormalization of tobacco use is not a reality for all, as measures taken in 
the past seem to have been ineffective in reducing a widening gap.  

• Despite good results for high/middle SES populations, without new 
measures, a target of less than 5% in adult smokers for 2037 will not be 
reached 
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Potential corrections

The following measures are central to a comprehensive package of 
measures to reduce health inequalities:

• Requiring tobacco manufacturers to pay for the costs of tobacco control 
• Raising the age of sale for tobacco to 21.
• Effective taxation to reduce affordability

• Tackling the illicit market
• Mass media campaigns
• Targeted stop smoking support 

• Harm reduction
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http://ash.org.uk/category/information-and-resources/briefings/ 

Marmot M, Goldblatt P, Allen J, et al. Fair society, healthy lives (The Marmot Review). February 2010.



Reducing the gap …!!

OSH - ...23



Thank you for your attention !
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