
USING CESSATION AND AN 
INTERNATIONAL TREATY TO 

STRENGTHEN THE HEALTH OF 
DC RESIDENTS

September 22, 2020



SPEAKERS

Liz Furgurson
ASH Chief Operating Officer

MODERATOR

Dr. Carla Williams, Interim Director of 

the Howard University Cancer Center and 
Chair of the DC Tobacco-Free Coalition

Kelsey Romeo-Stuppy,
ASH Managing Attorney



DC COVID-19 Mortality By Race, Sept 20, 2020



DC Smoking Rates By Race, 2018



Zhou Y, Yang Q, Chi J, Dong B, Lv W, Shen L, Wang Y. Comorbidities and the risk of severe or fatal outcomes associated 
with coronavirus disease 2019: A systematic review and meta-analysis. Int J Infect Dis. 2020 Jul 25;99:47-56. doi: 
10.1016/j.ijid.2020.07.029. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 32721533; PMCID: PMC7381888.
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Generational Solutions



KELSEY ROMEO-STUPPY
MANAGING ATTORNEY

ACTION ON SMOKING AND HEALTH

Using the International 
Convention on the Elimination of 
all Forms of Racial Discrimination 

(CERD) to Advance Local 
Advocacy on Menthol



Everyone has a 
right to life and 

to health

Governments 
have a duty to 
enforce those 

rights 

HUMAN RIGHTS: 
THE ARGUMENT

Governments therefore 
have a duty to protect 
their citizens from the 
tobacco industry and 
harms from tobacco

Legal remedies are 
available at the 

international, regional, 
and national levels.



International Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination

(ICERD or CERD)



“…States Parties undertake to prohibit and to eliminate 
racial discrimination in all its forms and to guarantee the 

right of everyone, without distinction as to race, colour, or 
national or ethnic origin, to equality before the law,

notably in the enjoyment of the following rights:…

(iv) The right to public health, medical care, social 
security and social services…”

Article 5





So what?
International

• Submit a report to CERD

• Create an advocacy campaign

• Make an oral statement

Local

• Use human rights language

• Create an advocacy campaign

• Persuade decision makers



Success story: Using human rights at the local level
Local use of international environmental law in the United States



Visit:
ash.org/hrhub

TOBACCO AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS HUB



Twitter
@ASHorg

Facebook
www.facebook.com/ASHglobalAction 

Kelsey Romeo-Stuppy
Managing Attorney
romeo-stuppyk@ash.org 



Info@ash.org

Facebook
@ASHglobalAction

Twitter
@ASHorg
@LaurentHuber

Q&A
Stay Involved

Instagram
@ASHorg

Recordings from previous webinars and Live Chats 
on social media: https://ash.org/webinars

Toolkit for Advocates

Talking with government and media about the COVID-
19 and tobacco use co-morbidity and policies to 
protect the health of everyone during the pandemic.

ash.org/covid19

NEXT WEBINAR: Thurs., Oct. 8th, noon ET

Using Human Rights Reporting to Advance 
Tobacco Policy

A human rights approach to ending tobacco implores or 
requires governments to protect their citizens by 

implementing tobacco control laws and strategies to end 
the tobacco epidemic based on legally-binding human 

rights norms. 

Registration Link in Thank You Email

https://ash.org/covid19

