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“Sunlight is said to be the best of disinfectants” 

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Louis D. Brandeis. 1913 Harper’s Weekly; “What Publicity Can Do.”  



    Federal Racketeering (RICO) Verdict

• In 2006, a federal court ruled that Altria, Philip Morris USA, R.J. Reynolds, 
and other tobacco companies had committed at least 145 violations of 
the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO)

• The court found that the companies “have not ceased engaging in unlawful activity” and 
that they would likely continue to commit fraud “indefinitely into the future”

• After 11 years of legal appeals, the tobacco companies began publishing court-ordered 
corrective statements in November 2017

• The federal RICO case is still active, with tobacco companies now fighting to avoid 
placement of the corrective statements at retail points-of-sale



Doubt & Controversy (creating & spreading disinformation)

Control at the Top (requiring corporate-level guidance & approval)

Boots on the Ground (hiring influential lobbyists & lobbying firms)

Contributions & Gifts (donating directly & indirectly)

Front Groups (building & nurturing strategic alliances)

Proactive Legislation (writing laws – e.g., preemption)

    Tobacco Industry Interference (TII) in Lawmaking



“Public opinion and media 
coverage are only important 

insofar as they affect the 
government – we will never 

be liked and what we want is 
to be ignored.” 

Philip Morris Tobacco Company. February 4, 
1992. Bates #2024705949-2024705981

Why shine a light on TII?

1. The tobacco industry aggressively 
promotes tobacco use, the top 
cause of disease and early death

2. The most effective tool for reducing 
tobacco use is public policy

3. The greatest barrier to enacting 
public policy is tobacco industry 
interference

4. Exposing tobacco industry 
interference limits its influence























Thanks to 
Action on Smoking and Health (ASH) 

for expanding tobaccomoney.com 
to all 50 states!



U.S. TOBACCO 
LOBBYIST AND 
LOBBYING FIRM 
REGISTRATION 
TRACKER Gabrielle Ballweg



SOME STATES REPORT 
LOBBYIST NAMES...

Registered Lobbyists Representing the Tobacco Industry in Connecticut



SOME STATES REPORT 
LOBBYING FIRM NAMES...

Registered Lobbying Firms Representing the Tobacco Industry in New York



SOME STATES REPORT BOTH!
Registered Lobbyists and Lobbying Firms Representing the Tobacco 

Industry in Nebraska



13 STATES AND D.C. 
REQUIRE OR ALLOW 
LOBBYING FIRMS TO 
REGISTER RATHER 
THAN INDIVIDUAL 
LOBBYISTS 



LOBBYISTS/LOBBYING FIRMS CAN REGISTER TO 
REPRESENT MULTIPLE TOBACCO COMPANIES, 
TRADE ASSOCIATIONS OR RETAILERSRegistered Lobbyists Representing the Tobacco Industry in Maine



View detailed instructions at https://ash.org/tobacco-money/methods-limitations/



View detailed instructions at https://ash.org/tobacco-money/methods-limitations/



 Across all 50 states and D.C., how many lobbying 
registrations for the tobacco industry were identified?

994

639

300

201

138



RESULTS

994 state-level lobbying 
registrations for the tobacco 

industry were identified



RESULTS

About two-thirds (639) of the total lobbyist and lobbying firm 
registrations represented a company owned wholly or in part by 

adjudicated racketeers



RESULTS

Present in all 50 states and D.C.

300 REGISTERED LOBBYISTS 
OR LOBBYING FIRMS

Altria

Present in 49 states and D.C.

138 REGISTERED LOBBYISTS 
OR LOBBYING FIRMS

JUUL

Present in 49 states

201 REGISTERED LOBBYISTS 
OR LOBBYING FIRMS

Reynolds American



WWW.TOBACCOMONEY.COM



ASH Tracker Website
https://ash.org/tobacco-money/

Email Address
INFO@ASH.ORG

THANK YOU



Email
Info@ash.org

Facebook
@ASHglobalAction 

Twitter
@ASHorg
@LaurentHuber

Q&A
Stay Involved

Instagram
@ASHorg

Recordings from previous 
webinars here:

ash.org/webinars

Have you seen tobacco industry interference in 
public health policymaking? Email us the 
details at info@ash.org!

Toolkit for Advocates

Talking with government and media 
about the COVID-19 and tobacco use 
co-morbidity and policies to protect 
the health of everyone during the 
pandemic.

ash.org/covid19 

 

Next Webinars:

November 4th – U.S. Tobacco 
Industry Interference Index 2021

Registration links will be emailed soon.

https://ash.org/covid19

