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Stay Involved

New Data Released!

NEXT WEBINAR: 

Thursday, July 13, 2023

Using Data to Amplify Tobacco 
Control Advocacy

Have you seen tobacco industry interference in 
public health policymaking? Email us the details 
at info@ash.org!

U.S. Tobacco 
Lobbyist & Lobbying 
Firm Registration 
Tracker 2023

ash.org/tobacco-money

mailto:info@ash.org


Preventable
Disease & Death

Lawmaking
Tobacco
Industry

Interference

Effective Bills
Killed, Weakened 

or Delayed



“Public opinion and media coverage are 
only important insofar as they affect the 
government – we will never be liked and 

what we want is to be ignored.” 

Philip Morris. Goals for 2000. February 4, 1992. 
Bates #2024705949-2024705981

Why Shine a Light on 
Tobacco Industry Interference?

1. The tobacco industry aggressively 
promotes tobacco use, the leading 
cause of preventable deaths in the U.S.

2. The most effective tool for reducing 
tobacco use is public policy

3. The greatest barrier to effective public 
policy is tobacco industry interference

4. Exposing tobacco industry interference 
reduces its influence and improves 
public health



927 State-Level Lobbying Registrations for the tobacco industry were identified in 2023

SUMMARY FINDINGS

U.S. Tobacco Industry Lobbyist & Lobbying Firm Registration Tracker

Involving 856 lobbyists and lobbying firms

Almost two-thirds (577) of the registrations represented a company that is owned by or has a licensing 
agreement with adjudicated racketeers, including Altria, Reynolds American, Inc (RAI), and Juul.

Since 2021, the number of tobacco industry lobbying registrations decreased in 27 states, increased in 17 states, and was unchanged in seven. 

Overall, state-level tobacco industry lobbying registrations decreased by 74, from 1,001 in 2021 to 927 in 2023.
Most of this decrease was due to Juul, which had 43 fewer lobbying registrations in 2023 than in 2021.

Swisher International and Swedish Match increased their total lobbying registrations between 2021 and 2023.

Altria had a total of 293 registrations covering al l 50 states and D.C.

States with the most tobacco industry lobbying registrations include Pennsylvania (64), Florida (51), New Jersey (48),
Texas (38), Colorado (35), Ohio (35), Virginia (35), Maryland (32), Missouri (31), Kentucky (27) and Georgia (27).

Reynolds American had a total of 189 registrations covering 49 states and D.C.



Tabulation
For each tobacco industry organization 
identified, the names of all lobbyists and 
lobbying firms registered to represent them 
were tabulated. Because some lobbyists and 
lobbying firms register to represent more than 
one tobacco industry organization, the total 
number of registrations were also tabulated. 

Records
Information was obtained by 
visiting the lobbying registration
websites for al l 50 states and
the District of Columbia.

Searches and Keywords
Public records were searched for tobacco 
companies, trade associations, and retailers with 
currently registered lobbyists or lobbying firms.

A full list of keywords can be found on the tracker site at: 
ash.org/tobacco-money/methods-limitations/

Research Methods & 
Limitations

Limitations
In Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, D.C, Illinois, Indiana, Massachusetts, Michigan, Nebraska, New York, and Pennsylvania, 
lobbying firms are allowed to register instead of individual lobbyists. As most lobbying firms employ multiple lobbyists, the total number and 
names of individual lobbyists representing the tobacco industry in these states could not be determined from public records.

https://ash.org/tobacco-money/methods-limitations/


rack·et·eer·ing
/ˌrakəˈtiriNG/
noun

1. An organized conspiracy to commit fraud that is likely to continue







- Local/State Examples
Denver, LA, Salida/Boulder

- Astroturf Groups & Other Strategies



TobaccoFreeKids.org >4



TobaccoFreeKids.org >

Industry Mailer: 
Passing this law 
will undermine 
breast cancer  
funding

5



TobaccoFreeKids.org >6

Industry Digital Ads: 
Passing this law will 
undermine tobacco 
prevention funding 
for kids



TobaccoFreeKids.org >

Targeting members directly
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U.S. TOBACCO LOBBYISTS 
AND 

LOBBYING FIRM REGISTRATION TRACKER

Tracker research conducted by: Allison Ballweg, ASH Intern and Doug Matheny, Programs Manager for State and Local Policy, Oklahoma Tobacco Research Center
Tracker Communications: Megan Manning, Deputy Director of Communications, Action on Smoking and Health
Presented by: Nichelle Gray, Manager of Engagement and Special Programs, Action on Smoking and Health

ash.org/tobacco-money/

https://ash.org/tobacco-money/


Tracker Data

Registered Lobbyists Representing the Tobacco Industry in Delaware



Registered Lobbyists Representing the Tobacco Industry in Connecticut

Some States Report Individual Lobbyists Names



Registered Lobbyists Representing the Tobacco Industry Firms in California

Some States Report Lobbying Firms



Registered Lobbyists  and Lobbying Firms Representing the Tobacco Industry Firms in Illinois

Some States Report Both



Lobbyists and
Lobbying Firms   
can register 
to represent
multiple 
tobacco
companies,
trade
associations
or retailers

Registered Lobbyists Representing the Tobacco Industry 
in Mississippi



Resources ASH Tracker Website

ash.org/tobacco-money/

Feedback, Questions or Comments
info@ash.org
 

Online Survey

U.S. Tobacco Industry Interference Index
To read our key recommendations for interventions to prevent
tobacco industry interference in policymaking, you can find the
ASH 2021 U.S. Tobacco Industry Interference Index here; and

STAY TUNED!

Please look out for the 2023 U.S. Tobacco Industry Interference
Index release this fall. 

https://ash.org/tobacco-money/
mailto:info@ash.org
https://forms.gle/kTVQ66QRELYrvwf28
https://ash.org/2021index/
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