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Ask questions through the Q&A box. 
We will review them to answer at 
the end.

- All PowerPoint slides will be linked in the 
Thank You email and available at 
https://ash.org/webinars.

- Close other applications and browsers to 
increase your Zoom bandwidth.

- Please complete the survey when prompted 
after the webinar ends.
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https://ash.org/webinars
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Exposing Big Tobacco’s Influence: 
Tools for Public Health Advocates



Doug Matheny, Oklahoma Tobacco Research 
Center. Tracking tobacco industry lobbying at 
the OK state legislator

Background

2024 marks the 3rd edition

Expanded nationally and launched 
in 2021



There is a fundamental and 
irreconcilable conflict between 
the tobacco industry’s interest 
and public health policy 
interests.

Why Shine a Light on Tobacco Industry Interference in Lawmaking?

~ WHO, FCTC Article 5.3, Guiding Principle 1



Doubt & Controversy Boots on the Ground Front Groups Proactive Legislation

Why Shine a Light on Tobacco Industry Interference in Lawmaking?



Document and analyze Tobacco Industry lobbying efforts

Tracker Objectives

Highlight the importance of data transparency

Empower advocates 



U.S. TOBACCO LOBBYIST AND LOBBYING FIRM 
REGISTRATION TRACKER

Submit your feedback

Email Grayn@ash.org to share your TI stories 

https://ash.org/tobacco-money/

https://ash.org/tobacco-money/feedback/
mailto:Grayn@ash.org
https://ash.org/tobacco-money/


Let’s connect on LinkedIn! 

Launching 
ASH’s 2024 

Tobacco 
Lobbyist 
Tracker

Action on Smoking and Health 
- Public Health Policy Intern 

A guide: on insights, shifts, and 
challenges

Joud Almozaiyn
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
- Political science and international 

studies dual major 
- Minors in east studies and art history 

middle
* Expect a blog on tobacco industry 
meddling on EMRO region soon!



Shifts in Tobacco Lobbying 
2021-2023-2024

o Juul’s lobbying registrations have plummeted due to legal and 
regulatory challenges (by 81%)

o Philip Morris International acquired Swedish Match in 2023. Post 
acquisition, PMI’s lobbying registrations increased ramping up their 
lobbying efforts (by 200%)

o The overall money spent by tobacco companies on lobbying to 
influence policy remains high at $28,713,350 in 2023.

o 75.57% of registered lobbyists at the federal level are former 
government employees .

o Total registrations by the years:
o in 2024: 1027 (10.7% increase from 23’ and 

2.5% increase from 21’)
o in 2023: 927 
o in 2021: 1001

At the state level for 2024 a total of 1027 lobbying registrations for the tobacco 
industry were identified, involving 950 lobbyists or lobbying firms. (increase in 
lobbyist registrations compared to 2023 (10.7%))

For more information on state-by-
state comparisons: visit the link: 
https ://as h.org/tobacco-money/



Challenges in 
Compiling 24’ 
Data

Who?

I n  12 s t a t e s  p lu s  D C ,  
o n ly  lo b b y in g  f ir m s —

n o t  in d iv id u a l  
lo b b y is t s —a r e  

r e q u ir e d  t o  r e g is t e r .  

Where?

n o n -in t u it iv e  w e b s it e  
la y o u t s  w it h  l in k s  

t h a t  a r e  o u t d a t e d  y e t  
s u r f a c in g  t h e  

in t e r n e t .  

When?

la c k  s t a n d a r d iz a t io n  
in  r e g is t r a t io n  
r e q u ir e m e n t s  

ASH’s Lobbyist Tracker aggregates publicly-available state-level registrations, 
offering links to official state webpages for easy access, and much needed 
cohesion!



Conflict of Interest: Tobacco companies' profit motives 

conflict with public health, necessitating their exclusion 

from policy-making as outlined by WHO's FCTC Article 

5.3.

Advocates, Take Action!
Access ASH’s Lobbyist Tracker URL: https://ash.org/tobacco-money/

Monitoring Lobbying: Tools like the ASH Tracker help 

monitor tobacco industry lobbying, essential for 

understanding and countering their influence on policy.

Empowering Advocacy: Data from the tracker supports targeted 

outreach and stronger regulations to limit tobacco industry 

interference in public health policies.

https://ash.org/tobacco-money/


Traci Kennedy, MPA
Midwest States Strategist

Big Tobacco’s 
Bullying 
Tactics
How to win, advance & 
protect smokefree progress



Overview for Today

• Big Tobacco: A Legacy of Lies

• Front & Center: Big Tobacco & 2024 
Legislative Session

• Staying Organized: Protecting Ground Gained



Big Tobacco: A Legacy of Lies

• Big Tobacco develops the basis for persistent myths 
and arguments against smokefree air perpetuated 
today
– Normalizing indoor smoking, part of the culture
• “smoking & drinking” 

– VENTILATION, Phillip Morris Smoking Rooms
– Smokefree = Revenue Loss
– Government Overreach, Protecting Small Businesses
– Investing in research and building alliances 



Big Tobacco: A Legacy of Lies

• Legislative Tactics, A History
– Youth Access Laws
– Preemption of local smokefree 
– T-21 & Retailer Restrictions 
– Lawyering up to take policies down
– The easiest lobbying contract in town $$$

NOW: Preemption AGAIN, Cigars, Flavors, 
On-Site Marijuana Consumption, SMOKING ROOMS





Front & Center: 
2024 Legislative Session 

• PREEMPTION
– Smokefree 
• Montana
• West Virginia
• Missouri

• ROLLBACKS
–Cigar Bars (MD)

• ?!?!
– E-cigarette 

Registry
– IQOS/Heet not 

burn tax 
exemption
–Phillip Morris 

Smoking Rooms













How To Win

• Call them out! Continue to expose industry 
interference
– Follow ethics filings, contributions
– Monitor and alert bill language to help highlight trends

• Stay organized
– No such thing as maintenance mode

• Focus on PEOPLE – everyone has the right to 
breathe smokefree air

• Establish the baseline = Smoke is Smoke.



How To Win: Coalition Building

• Authenticity in engagement 
– Fund local people to do local work

• Think bigger!
– Broaden the base
– Find the common thread

• Storytelling
– Who is left behind? 
– Humanize the issue



Creating Public Outcry

no-smoke.org

Vigo County, Indiana

California



https://no-smoke.org/
https://nonsmokersrights.org/overview

traciharr@gmail.com

Q & A
Contact Us – We’re Here to Help! 

https://no-smoke.org/
https://nonsmokersrights.org/overview


STAY INVOLVED NEXT WEBINAR:
WNTD Report Launch: Protecting 

Children from the Tobacco Industry
Details coming soon!

U.S. Tobacco 
Lobbyist & Lobbying 
Firm Registration 
Tracker 2024
ash.org/tobacco-money

Please complete our survey after 
the webinar ends. Thank you!
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