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Technology

Ask questions through the Q&A box. We 
will review them to answer at the end.

- All PowerPoint slides will be linked in 
the Thank You email and available at 
https://ash.org/webinars.

- Close other applications and browsers 
to increase your Zoom bandwidth.

- Please complete the survey when 
prompted after the webinar ends.

https://ash.org/webinars
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Carol McGruder, Co-Chair, 
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Megan Manning
Associate Director of 

Communications, Action 
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June 9, 2022



www.savingblacklives.org

Formed in 2008. We educate the African American community
about tobacco use and cessation, partner with community
stakeholders and public health agencies to inform and affect
the direction of tobacco control policy, practices, and
priorities, as it affects the lives of Black American and African
immigrant populations.





Checkers Vs. Chess





Family Smoking Prevention and 
Tobacco Control Act, 2009

Granted the FDA 
the authority to 
regulate tobacco 
products to 
protect the 
public health



Family Smoking Prevention and 
Tobacco Control Act, 2009

A CIGARETTE …SHALL NOT CONTAIN… AN 
ARTIFICIAL OR NATURAL FLAVOR (OTHER THAN 
TOBACCO OR MENTHOL) OR AN HERB OR SPICE, 
INCLUDING STRAWBERRY, GRAPE, ORANGE, 
CLOVE, CINNAMON, PINEAPPLE, VANILLA, 
COCONUT, LICORICE, COCOA, CHOCOLATE, 
CHERRY, OR COFFEE, THAT IS A CHARACTERIZING 
FLAVOR OF THE TOBACCO PRODUCT OR TOBACCO 
SMOKE.  

MEANT TO PROTECT CHILDREN, BUT IT DIDN’T 
PROTECT OUR BLACK CHILDREN.



Exclusion of Menthol wasn’t based on science.

























AATCLC
www.savingblacklives.org

CERD violations if foundational pillar of 
our fight

Municipal resolutions that acknowledge 
EndGame Goals and CERD violations

http://www.savingblacklives.org/


Utilizing human rights 
mechanisms to influence 

local tobacco control 
regulations

May 13, 2022

Kelsey Romeo-Stuppy
Managing Attorney

Action on Smoking and Health
Romeo-stuppyk@ash.org





Everyone has a 
right to life and 

to health

Governments 
have a duty to 
enforce those 

rights 

HUMAN RIGHTS: 
THE ARGUMENT

Governments therefore 
have a duty to protect 
their citizens from the 
tobacco industry and 
harms from tobacco

Legal remedies are 
available at the 

international, regional, 
and national levels.



RUGGIE 
PRINCIPLES

Protect =

Respect =

Remedy =

Protect citizens from tobacco industry

Mechanisms and processes to request
reparation when industry infringes on
human rights

Industry should respect human rights
norms



We work towards 
social justice by 

upholding human 
rights, tobacco is a 
barrier to that goal.

Social Justice 
Social justice is an 

underlying principle for 
peaceful and 
prosperous 

coexistence within and 
among nations. We 

advance social justice 
when we remove 

barriers that people 
face because of 

gender, age, race, 
ethnicity, religion, 

culture or disability.

Human Rights
These universal rights 
are inherent to us all, 

regardless of 
nationality, sex, 

national or ethnic 
origin, color, religion, 

language, or any other 
status. 

All human rights 
are indivisible and 

interdependent. This 
means that one set of 

rights cannot be 
enjoyed fully without 

the other.



The U.S. has not ratified:

• The Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (the FCTC) (Signed)
• International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ECOSOC) (signed)
• Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

(CEDAW) (signed)
• Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) (signed)

Human Rights in the U.S.



The U.S. has ratified:

• International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
• International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Racial Discrimination (CERD)

Human Rights in the U.S.



How it comes together: a real life example
The National Component



How it comes together: a real life example
The National Component



How it comes together: a real life example
The International Component



Important dates

• July 5- FDA comments close

• July 15- sign on deadline for CERD report

• Late July- sign on opportunity, oral intervention

• July 18- report submission, joint communications opportunity

• August 11 or 12 (TBD) CERD hearing for the US

• Day after hearing- joint communications launch



What does victory look like?

Gold- the CERD committee makes all of our recommendations to the US government, 
the US government acknowledges and implements them, lots of press

Silver- the CERD committee makes some of our recommendations to the US 
government, press

Bronze- the CERD committee recommendations or conclusions mention tobacco, press



What can your organization do?

• Sign on to the CERD report

• Submit a comment to the FDA- they are linked!

• Publicize the report and the hearing in August, 
both before and after

• Sign on to the oral statement

• Use the CERD committee response for local 
advocacy



Visit:
ash.org/hrhub

TOBACCO AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS HUB



Human Rights and Tobacco Control Network (HRTCN) 
listserv: email romeo-stuppyK@ash.org to join

SIGN UP TO GET INVOLVED

Action Alerts’ sign up form: ash.org/hrhub

Conference of the Parties (COP) Human 
Rights Task Force- FCA

mailto:romeo-stuppyK@ash.org


Thank you!
Kelsey Romeo-Stuppy
Managing Attorney
ASH > Action on Smoking and 
Health

romeo-stuppyK@ash.org
https://ash.org

mailto:romeo-stuppyK@ash.org
https://ash.org/


Amplifying the 
CERD Report

Megan (Arendt) Manning
Associate Director of Communications



Timing: Two Big Pushes

Before the Hearing:
July 15, 2022 through early August

ASH will share final version to kick 
off 1st push!

After the Hearing:
ASH will share sample content one day 
later (around August 12-13, pending UN 
scheduling)



Messaging

Make our CERD Report newsworthy, now.

• Connect the report to other breaking news items
• Connect the report to social justice and health        

equity issues
• Highlight local health disparity and tobacco use        

rates in your community
• Share a person story of someone hurt by tobacco



Media Outreach

Op-Ed FactsheetPress Release Factsheet LTE Factsheet

https://endtobaccoca.ash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/FS_WritingAnOpEd_Final.pdf
https://endtobaccoca.ash.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/FS_PressRelease_Final.pdf
https://endtobaccoca.ash.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Writing-a-Letter-to-the-Editor-Fact-Sheet_ASH-2021.pdf


Create Website Content

Report Release Page
(published last)

Content Page
Blog



Create Social Media Content

Graphics

Videos

Go live!

ASH’s Sample Posts are Here

https://2bark924ef5o2dk1z21reqtf-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CERD-Sample-Social-Content_general_stand-alone.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qislh28x594i9kl/AAAUvWYLZSn-SXP8XDziUSF8a?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/petpwtnoe05fn0o/AABPmnQy-277dK8mzOFDBa_Aa?dl=0


Tag Partners on Social Media

Tag partners 
in the graphic 

itself.

Tag partners 
on Story, 

hide in back

Tag a few 
partners in 

the post



Spread the news!

• Why your organization signed on.
• Why menthol is a priority.
• Please re-post on social media.

Email Out to Supporters



THANK YOU
Megan (Arendt) Manning
Associate Director of Communications
ASH > Action on Smoking and Health

arendtM@ash.org
https://ash.org

mailto:arendtM@ash.org
https://ash.org/


Stay Involved

Tools for Advocates

Stay tuned for our next webinar 
announcement via email!

Have you seen tobacco industry interference in 
public health policymaking? Email us the details 
at info@ash.org!

U.S. Tobacco Lobbyist & 
Lobbying Firm 
Registration Tracker

ash.org/tobacco-money

Tobacco & Human
Rights Hub

ash.org/hrhub

mailto:info@ash.org
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