




www.savingblacklives.org

Formed in 2008. We educate the African American
community about tobacco use and cessation, partner with
community stakeholders and public health agencies to inform
and affect the direction of tobacco control policy, practices,
and priorities, as it affects the lives of Black American and
African immigrant populations.





https://tobaccofreeca.com/health/covid-19-stop-smoking-and-vaping/



Smoking & Tobacco Related Diseases 
Kill 45,000

African Americans Every Year

www.savingblacklives.org
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PRIORITES & ISSUES

AFRICAN AMERICAN ISSUES

Economic Development

Racism-Oppression

Police Brutality

STRESS!!!

Chronic  Diseases 

AIDS

Poverty

Violence

Housing

AFRICAN ISSUES

Economic Development

Post Colonialization

Other Health Concerns

Tropical  Diseases 

AIDS

Poverty

Political Instability & War





Family Smoking Prevention and 
Tobacco Control Act, 2009

A CIGARETTE …SHALL NOT CONTAIN… AN 
ARTIFICIAL OR NATURAL FLAVOR (OTHER THAN 
TOBACCO OR MENTHOL) OR AN HERB OR 
SPICE, INCLUDING STRAWBERRY, GRAPE, 
ORANGE, CLOVE, CINNAMON, PINEAPPLE, 
VANILLA, COCONUT, LICORICE, COCOA, 
CHOCOLATE, CHERRY, OR COFFEE, THAT IS A 
CHARACTERIZING FLAVOR OF THE TOBACCO 
PRODUCT OR TOBACCO SMOKE.  

MEANT TO PROTECT CHILDREN, BUT IT 
DIDN’T PROTECT OUR BLACK CHILDREN.



WHO WILL PROTECT 
OUR CHILDREN



Trickle Down Public Health Policy



African Americans-Menthol

◼ Perniciously targeted by all major tobacco 
companies

◼ “Urban” programs included

◼ Co-optation of Black leadership, heavy media 
campaigns, free giveaways to children, van 
programs, retailers programs, event 
sponsorship

◼ Over 80% of African Americans smoke 
mentholated cigarettes

◼ Over 90% of Black youth initiate  with  
menthol cigarettes

◼ Addiction is about science and opportunity

◼ Menthol is a Human Rights and Social 
Justice Issue



Health Promoting Behaviors/Policies 



And the 
Social Determinants of Health…





Healthy communities 
facilitate the 

individual’s ability to 
make healthy choices

www.savingblacklives.org



http://www.naatpn.org/nomentholsunday

http://www.naatpn.org/nomentholsunday


www.savingblacklives.org
888.881.6619

http://www.savingblacklives.org/

