
Mr. Mark Zuckerberg 
Chief Executive Officer 
Facebook 
1 Hacker Way 
Menlo Park, California 94025 August 28, 2019 

Dear Mr. Zuckerberg, Chief Executive Officer of Facebook, 

We are writing to you today in response to Facebook’s July 24, 2019 announcement1 about 
its policy change2 regarding tobacco products on the Facebook and Instagram platforms. 

We are disappointed this policy change does not reflect clear recommendations from 
public health and tobacco control experts from 48 countries delivered to Facebook on May 
17, 20193. 

The new Facebook and Instagram policy on tobacco marketing published by 
Facebook is inadequate and will be ineffective in prohibiting tobacco companies 
from using influencer marketing to promote their products to young people around 
the world. This policy ignores the primary way tobacco companies are promoting their 
products on social media, which is through rampant influencer marketing. 

In line with the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, over 130 countries have 
taken steps to stop tobacco companies from marketing their products online4. Without a 
policy on influencer marketing of tobacco products, Facebook and Instagram 
undermine these efforts and provide tobacco companies a loophole to market 
addictive products online to billions of young people. 

In recent years, tobacco companies have increasingly used social media5 to target young 
people. Philip Morris International and British American Tobacco have flooded Instagram 
and Facebook with ads for cigarettes6 like Marlboro and Lucky Strike and heated cigarettes 
like IQOS and Glo. Similarly, Juul has fueled a youth e-cigarette epidemic in the U.S., driven 
by the company’s “patently youth-oriented”7 social media advertising. In the absence of 
meaningful policies from social media platforms, tobacco companies have found a 
way to turn today’s Instagram post into this generation’s “Marlboro Man.” 

Tobacco use is the world’s leading cause of preventable death, killing eight million people 
around the world each year. Social media marketing of tobacco products threatens 
progress in curbing this epidemic. 

We are calling on Facebook and Instagram to protect young social media users from 
the global tobacco epidemic by immediately prohibiting influencer promotion of 
tobacco products and e-cigarettes. 



Time is truly of the essence to protect the next generation from the global tobacco epidemic 
and we urge you to act immediately. We are happy to discuss any ways in which we can 
help and/or support your next steps. 

Sincerely, 
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Coalición México Salud-Hable, México 
Colegiul Medicilor Din Romania, Romania 
Comisión Nacional Permanente de Lucha Antitabáquica (COLAT), Peru 
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Consortium of Ethiopian NCD Associations, Ethiopia 
Consumer VOICE, India 
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Institute for Studies and Transformation, India 
Institute for Youth Participation, Health and Sustainable Development, Slovenia 
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Integra Cancer Institute, Guatemala 
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International Youth Health Organization, Slovenia 
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Lentera Anak Foundation, Indonesia 
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Ordem dos Médicos Dentistas (Portugal)/Portuguese Dental Association, Portugal 
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OxySuisse, Switzerland 
Pakistan National Heart Association (PANAH), Pakistan 
Pembaharu Muda FCTC, Indonesia 
Philippine Pediatric Society, Philippines 
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PROGGA, Bangladesh 
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Public Health and Reforms Center of the Ministry of Health of Azerbaijan Republic, 
Azerbaijan 
Public Health Protection Foundation, Kyrgyzstan 
Rajkot Saher Jilla Grahak Suraksha Madal, India 
Red Nacional Antitabaco, Costa Rica 
Red PaPaz, Colombia 
Redes de Intervención Antitabaco- Riata, Nicaragua 
Romanian Federation of Medical Students Associations, Romania 
Romanian Society for Emergency & Disaster Medicine, Romania 
Ruandu Foundation, Indonesia 
Ruang Pemimpi Indonesia, Indonesia 
Rumah Inggris Banjarmasin, Indonesia 
Sağlığa Evet Derneği (SED), Turkey  
Salud Justa Mx, México 
Sănătate pentru Mame și Sugari (SAMAS) Association, Romania 
Samoa Cancer Society Inc, Samoa 
Save the Children Romania, Romania 
Shree Jagruti Grahak Surakha Mahila Mandal, India 
SITAB Italian Society of Tobaccology, Italy 
Slovenska zveza za javno zdravje, okolje in tobačno kontrolo, Slovenia 
Smoke Free Israel, Israel 
Smoke Free Partnership, EU 
Smokefree Kazakstan Coalition, Kazakhstan  
Smoke-free Life Coalition, Bulgaria, Bulgaria 
Sociedad Uruguaya de Tabacología, Uruguay 



Societatea Stidenților în Farmacie Bucureștu, Romania 
Society for the Protection of the Rights of the Child (SPARC), Pakistan 
Socio-Economic & Educational Development Organization (SEEDO), Pakistan 
Sora Si Asociatii Sca, Romania 
Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance, Philippines 
Spanish Society of Cardiology, Spain 
Spanish Society of Family and Community Medicinee, Spain 
Srinakharinwirot university, Thailand 
StopdrinkNetwork, Thailand 
StopShishaNG, Nigeria 
Tanzania Tobacco Control Forum, Tanzania 
Thai Health Promotion Institute, Thailand 
Thailand National Quitline, Thailand 
The Indonesia Association Against Tuberculosis, Indonesia 
The Norwegian Cancer Society, Norway 
Tobacco - Free Association of Zambia, Zambia 
Tobacco Control Alliance in Georgia, Georgia 
Tobacco Control Research Group, University of Bath, United Kingdom 
Tobacco Control Research Unit, Thailand 
Tobacco Control Support Center-IAKMI, Indonesia 
Tobacco Endgame, Italy 
Tobacco Free Nigeria, Nigeria 
Tobacco Free Portfolios, Australia 
Tobacco Free West Bengal Campaign, India 
Truth Initiative, United States 
Uganda Health Communication Alliance, Uganda 
Uganda Heart Research Foundation, Uganda 
Uganda National Health Consumer's Organisation, Uganda 
Unfairtobacco / BLUE 21, Germany 
Vinoba sewa ashram, India 
Vision for Alternative Development, Ghana 
Vital Strategies, United States 
VIVID - Institute for the Prevention of Addiction, Austria 
Voices for Interactive Choice & Empowerment (VOICE), Bangladesh 
Voluntary Health Association of India, India 
Wang Pong Suksa School, Thailand 
World Vision Romania, Romania 
Yayasan lembaga pembinaan dan perlindungan konsumen (LP2K) Jawa 
tengah, Indonesia 



Yayasan Pengembangan Media Anak (YPMA), Indonesia 
Youth Network No Excuse Slovenia, Slovenia 
Zambia Heart and Stroke Foundation (ZAHESFO), Zambia 
เครือขา' ยครูโรงเรียนปลอดบหุรี ่(Teacher Network for Non-Smoking Schools), 
Thailand 
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