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A Message from:

Laurent Huber
ASH Executive Director

When ASH was first established
in 1967, cigarettes and their
accompanying smoke were part
of the backdrop of our daily
lives. Few regulations were in
place in the United States or
around the world to protect us
from the marketing tactics of
the tobacco industry or from
exposure to tobacco smoke.

As a result, close to half of the
population smoked, and the
other half was forced to inhale
tobacco smoke against their
will at work, in public places
and when traveling.

| still remmember one particular
bus ride in the 70’s, when | was
a child. | was sitting across

the aisle from a young mother
who was holding her baby on
her lap. Typical for that time

in history, she and a few other
passengers were smoking one
cigarette after the other. The
air in the bus was so polluted
that | tried to open a small latch
window to let some fresh air

in, and the smoking mother
said, “Close that window
immediately, don’t you see |
have a baby with me.” There |
was, a preteen prone to asthma
and respiratory infections,
feeling ashamed for wanting to
breathe smoke-free air. There
were a number of victims in this
instance: the nicotine addicted
mother, her baby, me, the driver,
and the other passengers

who were forced to breathe
secondhand smoke. That was
the norm half a century ago,
and this picture repeated itself
many times throughout my life.
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Indeed, much has changed
in the last 50 years since
the inception of ASH.
Thanks to ASH, the Federal
Communications Commission
ruled in 1967 that the Fairness
Doctrine applied to cigarette
commercials, which in turn
led to the prohibition of
cigarette advertising on radio
and television by 1971; then
smoking was banned from
airplanes in 1990; the 1998
tobacco Master Settlement
Agreement led to further
restrictions in the advertising,
marketing and promotion
of tobacco products in the
United States; the global
tobacco treaty — the WHO
Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control — entered
into force in 2005 setting a
global standard on how to
prevent the tobacco epidemic;
the 2009 Family Smoking
Prevention and Tobacco

Control Act granted the Food
and Drug Administration the
right to regulate tobacco; the
world recognized that tobacco
is a threat to development
when the United Nations
General Assembly included
tobacco in the 2030 UN
Agenda for the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs);
and lifesaving policies such

as smoke-free environments,
advertising bans, increasing
the price of cigarettes, and
standardized packaging have
been gaining ground all around
the world in recent years. ASH
is proud to have been part of
these and many other public
health victories. Thanks to
these successes, most of us
are no longer assaulted by
tobacco smoke on a daily basis,
cigarettes are no longer as
much a part of our daily lives
as they were in the 60’s, and
smoking prevalence among
adults and children has fallen
to its lowest levels in more
than a half a century.

As a result of these successes,
many of us, particularly here in
the United States or in high-
income countries, may think
that tobacco is a problem that
has already been solved: out

of sight, out of mind. While we
must celebrate the public health
gains, unfortunately our fight
for health over big tobacco

is not over yet. The tobacco
epidemic is still raging, killing
more than 7 million people
each year, with most of these
deaths occurring in low-income
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killing more than 7 million people

each year, with most of these deaths

occurring in low-income countries or

among the most vulnerable popula-

tions in high-income countries.

countries or among the most
vulnerable populations in
high-income countries. In
addition, smoking costs the
global economy almost 2%
of its GDP, totaling more than
1.4 trillion dollars per year;
this is equivalent to the GDP
of Canada, the 10th wealthiest
country in the world.

Tobacco companies continue
to produce, market, and

mass distribute cigarettes,

an addictive and defective
product that kills at least half
of its consumers when used

as intended. In 1954, the then
Vice President of Philip Morris
said, “If we had any thought or
knowledge that in any way we
were selling a product harmful
to consumers, we would stop
business tomorrow.” Today
everyone acknowledges that
nicotine is addictive and
cigarettes are harmful, but
business is continuing as usual.
It continues to be a ubiquitous
product that can be purchased
in airplanes, convenience stores,
gas stations, and many other
places. In the United States,
tobacco retailers are almost as
common as ATMs.

Given all we know about
cigarettes, one cannot help
but wonder why such a lethal
product can be so easily

purchased almost everywhere
in the world in the 21st century.
Is it appropriate for large
multinational corporations to
continue to profit while pushing
an inherently defective product
on the global market? How

will we be judged by future
generations if cigarettes are
still pervasive by the end

of the century?

A few countries around the
world have expressed an
intention to achieve a smoke-
free society and are reaching
for smoking prevalence rates
at or below 2%. This is an
ambitious but achievable task.
To achieve this, countries,
including the United States,
must accelerate and strengthen
the implementation of the
evidence based measures

in the WHO FCTC, such as
increases in tobacco taxes
and smoke-free policies,

but this may not be enough
to reach a target smoking
prevalence rate of 2% or less.

It is also time to treat cigarettes
as if they were introduced
into the market today and
implement a regulatory

and legal response that is
proportionate to the damage
cigarettes cause. Given the
magnitude of this damage,

it is time to reconsider how
we allow tobacco companies
to operate in the 21st century.
We must reopen the debate
on where and how cigarettes
are sold, and we must hold
the tobacco industry
responsible under the law
for all of the damage they
cause to their consumers
and society at large.

ASH will continue to work
tirelessly until we achieve a
smoke-free future. My hope
is that by the end of the
21st century cigarettes will
no longer be around, and no
one will have to die because
of tobacco.
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Where We Were:

Tobacco Embedded
in Daily Life

ASH was formed in 1967 as a reaction to
society’s lackluster response to the 1964
Surgeon General report linking smoking
to disease. At the time, smoking was
entrenched in every aspect of life.
Cigarette companies sponsored
cartoons on television, children made
their parents ashtrays in art class, all
public places — even hospitals — were
filled with smoke, and asking someone
to refrain from smoking was socially
unacceptable. Few could imagine a
world where cigarettes were

not everywhere.
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I remember my grandmother
washing her green marble ash
tray in the same soap bucket s

| remember driving from DC to

Maryland to play pool, instead

of walking down the street, to
avoid the smoke filled bars.

our meal dishes.
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Cigarette smoke
once filled nearly
every public space.
Sadly, in some places
this is still true.

| temember gitting in
_hallways for my coll

lectures becau
classrooms were

oo full of cigarette
smoke for me o

‘ breathe.
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| remember my patients

smoking in the hos
while they still had »
their arm:

Asa teacher, 1
remember having o super vise
stuclents if their parents
gave them
permission
to smoke,

“Smoker duty™
was the worst
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Part of the tobacco
industry’s marketing
strategy was to produce

toys for children.

The military was and still is
one of the prime targets of
tobacco advertising.
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| remember watching

my 2 year old asthmatic brother
choke as my Grandma turned her
to the side to keep the

smoke away from him. :|.| relief assistance

ADVERTISING

their “generosity”
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NEW YOREK. Sept. 2; of ire- wswive/ -~ Today, the United Nations General Assembly
formally adopted the e plan to eradicate global poverty.
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Huge thanks to ASH: Action on Smoking & Health Executive
Director Laurent Huber and his team for their years of support
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. FCA's new ED, Francis Thompson, and the entire FCA team
5 % are looking forward to continued cooperation with ASH from
Imm their new Secretariat at HealthBridge:



Where We Are:

At the Forefront e W The fight is more

cigarettes.

In many ways, 2017 looks very different
from 1967. Most Americans live in
places where they will not be exposed
to secondhand smoke when they go
out. The percentage of adults who

WILL DIE PREMATURELY

than smoke-free air.
It’s stopping the
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smoke has fallen by two-thirds. Tobacco R TO ba CCO e p | d em.icC. . §
companies can no longer use cartoons fal o _§
and billboards to market to children. ,é. 2
But the tobacco epidemic is far from avd 4 # §
over. One-fifth of all deaths in the U.S. AR S g

are still due to cigarettes. Smoking
has become a disease of the poor and
marginalized, groups that can least
afford the consequences.
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ASH is making progress in the globally.
fight to protect tobacco control
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' tobacco wars are not yet over.
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Where We’re Going:

The Path to Zero Join the )
Tobacco Deaths movement. - frlagc=l Sl
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time for society to reconsider how it can do:
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tobacco epidemic.
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ideas in the tobacco control our work. We are grateful s/
field to change minds, build for every pledge, whether z*
safeguards for health and lay a large annual donation, ey
the groundwork for a tobacco- recurring monthly gift, or Fe
free future. support to a sign-on letter.

As we move forward on this No support goes unnoticed.
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END path, we will continue to drive
TR O T ree &8 down tobacco use prevalence o informed:
through global best practices Make a
and exploring new channels to donation. Py . Get the latest ASH

continue the discussion on the News and anti-tobacco

commercial sale of tobacco Let us know that You ; happenings by signing
products as well as options for support_ the work A_‘SH is doing up for our email updates
holding the industry criminally by making a donation through through a request to
liable for the harm they cause. www.ash.org/donate. hq@ash.org.
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TO DRIVE DOWN TOBACCO
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Dedicated to ZERO Tobacco Deaths

1250 Connecticut Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20036
Tel: +1 202.659.4310

www.ash.org

ASH is committed to a
world where no one dies
because of tobacco use.




