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October 7, 2004

RE:  Reject Foreign Sales Corporation Bill (S. 2461)
Dear Senator:

As you are no doubt aware, a tobacco buyout amendment was included in the Foreign Sales Corporation bill that passed out of conference committee on October 6, 2004.  Action on Smoking & Health (ASH) joins with other public health organizations in urging you to reject the FSC bill so long as it contains a tobacco buyout that is not linked to meaningful FDA oversight of tobacco products.  
This tobacco buyout is bad policy for tobacco growers and public health.  It gives a one-time lump payment to farmers and does nothing to reduce the supply of tobacco.  The attachment of the buyout to unrelated legislation also threatens to derail years of effort toward meaningful FDA regulation of tobacco.
Please vote “NO” on the FSC bill, and continue efforts to couple any tobacco buyout legislation with meaningful FDA regulation of tobacco.  The federal government should be a champion for public health, not the tobacco industry.

Sincerely,
Professor John F. Banzhaf III
Exec. Dir. & Chief Counsel

Chris A. Bostic
General Counsel
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